Brenda Wawok Kinsella Horton
Wildfang Family Tree

Ancestors of Mary Elizabeth Wiltfong, my grandmother

fThe Choseno

We are the chosen. In each family there is one who seems called to find the ancestors. To
put flesh on their bones and make them liveragbo tell the family story and to feel that
somehow they know and approve. Doing genealogy is not a cold gathering of facts but,
instead, breathing life into all who have gone before. We are the story tellers of the tribe.
All tribes have one. We have breealled, as it were, by our genes. Those who have gone
before cry out to us: Tell our story. So, we do. In finding them, we somehow find
ourselves. How many graves have | stood before now and cried? | have lost count. How
many times have | told the ancast, "You have a wonderful family; you would be proud

of us.". How many times have | walked up to a grave and felt somehow there was love
there for me? | cannot say. It goes beyond just documenting facts. It goes to who | am,
and why | do the things | dét.goes to seeing a cemetery about to be lost forever to

weeds and indifference and sayigcan't let this happen. The bones here are bones of

my bone and flesh of my flesh. It goes to doing something about it. It goes to pride in
what our ancestors werable to accomplish. How they contributed to what we are today.

It goes to respecting their hardships and losses, their never giving in or giving up, their
resoluteness to go on and build a life for their family. It goes to deep pride that the fathers
fought and some died to make and keep us a nation. It goes to a deep and immense
understanding that they were doing it for us. It is of equal pride and love that our mothers
struggled to give us birth, without them we could not exist, and so we love eaelsone,

far back as we can reach. That we might be born who we are. That we might remember
them. So we do. With love and caring and scribing each fact of their existence, because
we are they and they are the sum of who we are. So, as a scribe callede Istalhttof

my family. It is up to that one called in the next generation to answer the call and take my
place in the long line of family storytellers. That is why | do my family genealogy, and
that is what calls those young and old to step up and reeree¢mory or greet those

who we had never known beforéy Della M. Cummings Wright; Rewritten by her
granddaughter Dell Jo Ann McGinnis Johnson; Edited and Reworded by Tom Dunn,
1943."

The Germariamily name Wiltfong is classified as being of nicknamigiar Surnames

which are derived from a nickname are said to constitute one of the widest and most
varied class of family names. This particular category encompasses many different types
of origin. The most obvious are those names which are basedhgsiegb characteristic

or personal attribute of the initial bearer. In this particular instance, the surname

Wil tfong denotes a fAperson who |ived in the
from a foreign I ando, fr onGetrhnea nGefirwmal ndiico,, ~Anvel
Awil d, wildernesso and Afango, from the Gern
control o. Il n some instances the name may al
individual o. The name may al sewhblwedof habit a
near a wildlife preserveo or, Afencl osed hunt

include Wildfanc and Wildfank. One of the earliest references to this name or to a
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variant is a record of one Chid. Wildfartmcumentedn Rosbock, in te year 1300. The
christening of one Anna Maria Wildfang, daughter of Johannes Wildfang and of Ursula
Steub, was recorded off January 1684 in Freiburg and the marriage of Christian
Wildfang and Maria Magdalena Musler was recorded dhNi@vember 1764ri Baden.
Elisaheth Wildfang and Johannes Hardes were marriedrﬁﬂum 1872 in Westphalia.
Notable bearers of the surname include Richard Wildfang, a preacher who died in 1663.
This name was introduced to America as early as 1734 in which yeardieeriacord of

the emigration of Johannes Wildfang who settled in Pennsylvania. The name could of
course have been first introduced to that country at an earlier date.

Name variations: Woolfang, Wilfong, Wildfang, Wildfong, Wiltfong, Willfong.

The Wildfang Family of North America*
(below are excerpts summarized from the book)

Today the name is spelled Wildfang, Wildfong, Wilfong, Willfong, Wiltfong, and
Wiltfang. Even Woolgang and Wolfgang(er).

We are all one family.

Johannes Wildfang arrived in Phildpleia Port September 22, 1734 with his family
aboard the ship The St. Andrew, captained by John Stedman. Along with 263 other
passengers they departed from Rotterdam, Holland on June 28, 1734, and last from
Plymouth. The trip had taken five months, departhltoona, Denmark, May 14, 1734.

The ship, St. Andrew, was chartered by the religious group known as Schwenkfeld'ers.
They were followers of Caspar Schwenkfeld who was born in 1740. They had space left
over on the ship and offered the remaining spacghters. It would appear that the

Wildfang family was amongst this group of others who were offered passage. The ship's
master, John Stedman, prepared a passenger list, apparently during the voyage. This list
of men shows a Johannes Woolfang. The listainen and children shows an Elizabeth
Woolfang, Johannes Woolfang, and George Michael Woolfang. It is surmised that John
Stedman was English speaking, and prepared this list as he toured the ship. He or his
representative probably asked each family forrthames and recorded them as they
sounded to him. Our family would have spoken German at this time, so | think the name
Woolfang more accurately represents the pronunciation of the name to an English ear,
rather than the accurate spelling of the name.& &eists another list (in German) that |
believe is more accurate to the spelling of the name.

There are still many questions to be answered but it appears the family consisted of the
parents Johannes & Elizabeth Wildfang and their two sons, Johannesabeduad the

older of the two, George Michael. Upon arrival in Philadelphia, the males over the age of
16 were taken to the Court House. Here they were to swear allegiance to the rules of the
country, the King of Great Britain and his successors to thenCobd England. All these
males signed an oath, as did our ancestor Johannes Wildfang. It would appear that his
name is written in an English hand, and he signs with an "X" between his first and last
names. There are many names on this list that appeamtatten in the same hand and
acknowledged by an "X". The other names all appear to be signatures of various hands.
My assumption is that Johannes probably had an identification paper of some sort that
contained his name and it is certainly still a vasgnmmon surname in Germany today.
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Traveling across the Atlantic Ocean in 1734 was a dangerous enterprise. We are fortunate
to have found documentation of this very voyage the Wildfang family took in a diary

kept by Christopher Wiegner. In 1978 Dr. Peter teabslated this diary and produced

the book entitled, "The Spiritual Diary of Christopher Wiegner". Christopher Wiegner

was born in ObeHarperskorf, Silesia on Feb 24, 1712 and died in Towamencin,
Pennsylvania in 1745. He wrote in his diary of the Jgmrgecution which the

Schwenkfelders endured and the hardship that was imposed upon them because of their
religious beliefs.

It would appear the family was probably from Bohemia, at varying times a part of
Germany, and of the Moravian faith.

[Note: the ful account of the ship's travel across the Atlantic is documented in the
referenced book]

As in the case of most Germans, if they had two names, the first name was usually
dropped, so George Michael Wildfang became Michael Wildfang.

| don't believe theres any doubt the original spelling of our name was Wildfang. It is a
very common name in Germany today and the only variation we see in the spelling in
Germany is Wiltfang. Some of these families emigrated to North America since our
family arrived in 1734and they use either spelling, Wildfang or Wiltfang.

Basically, it's simple, the family could neither read nor write, at least the majority

couldn't in the first 150 years or so in North America. This accounts for all the spellings.
(It is possible that thepposite is also true; someone was veellicated, and English
educated, and he didn't want the name to "sound" German, so the spelling was changed to
Wilfong to match the pronunciatios.this isn't an exact science!) When we see a "new"
spelling come ang we can generally trace it to a geographical area, isolated from others
in their family. For example, the Wildfong spelling was created in Waterloo County,
Ontario, Canada in 1802. Everybody in North America with the Wildfong spelling can
trace their acestry to Waterloo County. It's not to say that all the families from Waterloo
County would take this spelling, though. Remember, it was "created” in 1802, and the
families were still not literate at this point. So we still see the six known spellings

evolving out of Waterloo County at a later date. Willfang in the Neustadt area of Ontario,
and Wiltfong in Indiana, for example. Once these families were isolated from the families
they left behind, and a subsequent generation was educated, a spellinglacdssett
Possibly the spelling that they would eventually use came about because of mandatory
birth registration. In many cases this is not true though, as my grandfather Walter, born in
1886, used the spelling Wildfong, but his name was registered ointhisdrtificate as

Walter Wildfang.

For the most part, the Canadian family is to "blame" for all these spellings. As far as | can
tell if George had never left his southern family to move to Canada, there probably would
be only three spellings; Wildfan@villfong, and the most popular, Wilfong, instead of

six. The Wildfang spelling was used by the few families that stayed in Pennsylvania, and
never headed south; Willfong by an Indiana family, and Wilfong was used by the West
Virginian, Virginian, and NorttCarolina families, families that were very closely knit for
more than a few generations.
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As for the pronunciation, | believe the Wilfong spelling best reflects the intended
pronunciation. | have spoken with a German citizen and his pronunciation oftlee na
Wildfang in German is as close to Wilfong as you are going to get. Today though we tend
to pronounce all the letters, so we see the name pronounced Wildfang and Wildfong and
also pronounced both with a silent "d" and soft "a", in other words, WilfoagyM

families still debate as to how to pronounce their name, including mine.

A word on the meaning of the name. | have heard the meaning tomboy or wild child but |
believe my German friends explanation is the best. In the days of the castles and manor
houses the man given the responsibility of finding food for the home, was the Wildfang.
Fang means catch, in other words, he was responsible for the wild catch. This might
mean the catching of birds, fish or wild game. He also might have men working under
him to catch the food, but as he was responsible, he was the Wildfang. Correct? I'm not
sure, but it's a good story.

Naomi Wilfong Mitchell states: Wildfang means "a Wild Fang" and Wilfong means "a
short sword used to kill animals".

*by Terence Kidd
Box 28013
Cambridge, ON
N3H 5N4 Canada

Johannes Woolfangwas born about 1695 in Pirna East Germany/Bohemia and died
about 1769 in Pennsylvanmarried Maria Elisabeth Gruber about 1718 in Germany.
Maria Gruber was born about 1700 in Pirna East Germany and diZé3nn
Pennsylvanialohannes wasubied under the name Wolfgarigeligion: Moravian

Johannes and Maria Elisabeth immigrated to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania September 1734

aboard the shigt. Andrewalong with 263 passengers. They arrived in Philadelfybm

Rotterdam, Holland. Johannes and Maria Elisabeth took the oath of Allegiance at the

court house in Philadelphia on the same day as they arrived. They were one of the

Pi oneer Ger mans. Source: AThe History of th
Starssburger and Hinke cited by Gail Breitbard of Miami, Florida in research notes dated

1967.

Research of Anne McAllister, posted to Catawllast list. 12 Sept. 1734 on the "St
Andrew". Johannes Wildfang, wife Elisabeth, and sons, Johannes [Jr.], George
Michael, and baby [Sebastian] sailed to PA. [S and H, Vol. 188 On the ships list

for the "St. Andrew", the English speaking official made a spelling error on lists A and B,
and gave the last name of Johannes as "Woolfang". This is an error. Shipscbintains

the correct spelling of "Wildfang". Oberlustadt, Rhineland, Germany, microfilm
#0193089. Reformed Church of Oberlustadt Johan Sebastian Wildfang was bapt. 16
Nov. 1732 theson of Johannes Wildfang and Maria Elisabeth. Godparents: Johan
Sébastian ?Gruber and Anna Maria Elisabeth [name appears several ways on the film]

Children:
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1. Johannes Wildfang, Jr., born about 1718 in Pirna East Bohemia/Germany and died
about 1803 ifPennsylvaniamarriedMaria ElizabetHJNK. They were the parent$ at
least three children.

2.Johannes Sebastian Wildfang born November 16, 1732 in Oberlustadt, Germany and
died March 28, 1799 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. He was baptized 16 Nov 1732 at the
Reformed Church Of Oberlustadt, Germany. NATU: 24 SEP Phdadelphia. He

married Ama Christina Briedschwelabrn in1732marriedMay 20,1753at theHost

Churchin Tulpehocken, Berks, Pennsylvanidey were the parents of six children.

3. David Wildfang born sometime after 1734 in Pennsylvania.
4. Peter Widfang born sometime after 1734 in Pennsylvania.

5. George Michael Wildfangborn about 1724 in Bohemia/Germany and died May 24,

1808 in Sugar Grove, Pendleton, W. Virginia a married Sophia/Sopjia Catarina

Weitheim/Vietheim on March 16, 1747 in Tulpehockéalley, Pennsylvania.

SophiaVietheim born about 1724 in Germany and died in 1814 in Brushy Fork,

Pendl eton, W. Virginia. They are both burie
Wilfong Cemetery) in Sugar Grove, Virginia. George Michael appears anukter roll

of Capt. George Wilson's Company, August 11, 1756. He was a Private in the French

and Indian War and was one of the men who refused to pay taxes to Augusta County in

1787, in protest for the establishment of a new county, Pendleton.

MarriageDate: 16 Mar 1747

Groom: George Michael Wildfang

Bride: Sophia Catarina Veitheim

Location: Tulpehocken

Early Lutheran Baptisms and Marriages in Southeastern Pennsylvania
Note: Married by Rev. John Casper Stoever a travelling Lutherine Minister.

GeorgeMichael, as in the case of most Germans, dropped his first name and was known
as Michael Wilfong. George and Sophia settled at the mouth of the Brush Fork and the
South Fork in Pendleton County, Virginia (W. Virginia) in 1766 where he later own 254
acresof land. In 1773 George to a land grant from King George Il of England. In
November 1792 he got another land grant from the Governor of the Commonwealth of
Virginia. On October 1, 1794, George and Sophia deeded four acres of land for the
purpose of budling a church. This was known as the Wilfong Church. Later it was

named St. Michael Lutheran Church. Records show services held there January 1, 1807.
The first church was a log church and it burned. A second church was built and soon
became too smidior the congregation. It was torn down and another church built on the
same location. This church is still standing and in good condition in 1997. George
appears on the muster roll of Cpt. George Wi
also a Privee in the French and Indian War and was one the men who refused to pay
taxes to Augusta County in 1787, in protest for the establishment of a new county,
Pendleton. George died without a will sometime before May 24, 1808, when there was a
sale of his permnal property. The sale was recorded in Will Book 3, page 62, on July 4,
1808. Surnamellames (Wilfong, Wiltfong, Wildfong)

Discussion Assumption presented by the author, Meredith J. Wiltfong:
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Some of the descendants of the emigrant George Woolfgangato separate their

families from Georgebds brother Johannesd f an
ardent Revolutionary soldiers. "Killings" apparently became no big issue for these

members of the family. Initially the southern plantation owneppgried the English and

slavery. As the war terminated the slavery question was left unsettled. Anyone supporting

t he Revolution might be considered a support
not fit with the st r o.itgfariliyldhe Vieginia fammliesb el i ev e s o
(of the immigrant George Michael Woolfang) also took Wilfong as a surname. Johannes
descendants (perhaps others) that had moved to the Carolinas and were called Wilfong.

Me | Gi bson (Col . Ma r ¢ a fintipnalicharadtehbeiilt amoundithe A Pat r i
Major George Wilfong that lived in Catawaba County. The real Major George Wilfong is
described in the AHIi story of Catawaba County

account acknowl ed gdestsorGnamed goan. Wesé tivoimdigiduals o |
with a brothefin-law named Weitener were the people that had killed the Col. Ferguson
of the British Army. The next two paragraphs are conjecture on my part. A son of the
immigrant, George Micheal Woolfang, Geer@/ilfong, moved to Canada. It is

documented a certain George Wiltfong (Indiana History) moved to Canada because of his
strong opposition to slavery. Probably he had also not supported the American
Revolution. It is thought that George took the name "Jaddldfong when he came to
Canada. The "Biblical Jacob" was sold into slavery. Perhaps George felt slavery had
separated him from his family so he assumed the name "JaEbé'surname Wildfong

would have separated him from the US Revolution supportegalldocuments of the

time (found in Canada) lists only a George Wildfong. The Canadian historian Ezra Eby
only refers to Jacob Wildfong. Ezra Eby states that this Jacob Wildfong's father was an
immigrant named George. The George (Jr.) Wilfong from Nodioltha is thought to

have used the name of Jacob Wildfong when he came to Canada. The change of first
name and surname can only be postulated. The changing the surname to Wildfong could
have been used to separate his family from the Wilfongs in VirgimdaCarolina. The

Wilfong relatives in the U.S. would be considered to have supported both the Revolution
and Slavery.An emigrant George Michael Wilfong (Indiana History) was the father of
Michael Wiltfong found in Indiana Census. The Jacob Wildfong afa@a had his oldest

son, Michael return or remained in the Ohio Territory. Indiana was carved out of the
Ohio Territory. In the early Indiana historical book it has this native Michael Wiltfong's
father moving on into Canada. | am postulating again. Mlakaeted to live in the

States and not be associated with his father, a British supporter. He adopted the Wiltfong
spelling. This separated him from the Wilfongs who fought to keep slavery while fighting
in the American Revolution. It also separated hiomfithe Wildfongs that had supported

the English in the Revolution. The family totally ignored the British sympathizer when
giving their family genealogy to the historian writing about earlier Indiana. This might
have been a family embarrassment at thag.tilnhas come down through the Wiltfong'

clan (Delmar Colby) that our George "may have fought in the Revolution but his
sympathies were with the English". Content Outlines: Contents of the listed FTW files.
The information gathered on this C/D come frorany sources. One source,

AKIi dd9. FTW0O includes al/l the families as a 0
Canada. Naomi Mitchell Wilfong books (Nao

Children:

1. Elizabeth Catherina Wildfang Weese born March 6, 1748 in Tulpehoken Valley,
Berks,Pennsylvara and died December 6,48in Elkins, Randolph, W. Virginia
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marriedJacob Wees aboi# 74 Jacob Wees born th733in Germany and diedunell,
1826in Randolph Co, W. VirginiaThey were the parents of eight children.

BURIALS IN THE ARNOLD HILL CEMETERY, Randolph Co., WV:

Catherine WEESE, (1749/52Dec 1842), wife of Jacob Weese, Senior

Jacob WEES, Sr., (1738l June 1826)

Jacob WEES, Jr., (17784 June 1832), Son of Jacob Wees, Senior

Sarah ISNER WEESE BUCKEY, (c.1730wife of Jacob Weese, Jr.

WEESE 12 year old daughter of Jacob & Catherine We€$mpman Index indicates
this is first burial in cemetery. No other source.

2. Anna Maria Wildfang born June 1749 in Tulpehocken ValBsrks,Pennsylvania
She was Gristenedon July 2, 1749 atheHostReformed Church in Pennsylvanib.
cannot find any information about her.

3. Maria Margaretha Wildfang Cassel born October 15, 1751in Tulpehoken Valley,
Berks,Pennsylvania and died about 181JAungusta, Virginia marrieValentine Cassel

in Sep 1858 irAugusta Countyirginia. Valentine born irl730 Pendleton Co, W.

Virginia and diedSefgember 41804in W. Virginia. They were the parents sgven

children. Note: This is where our tlian ancestry comes in. More abdatentine

Cassad s f. §hishsehe interesting part about his father: Name: JE&BTLE, Sr.

Jacob means The HUNTER and Castle/Tassel means White TASSEL. Event: Name
TaumeeElenee Shawnee name. Jacob's Shawnee name was Taumee orHiamaee

This name was anglicized to Whitagsel, however the actual meaning is "Corn Man".
This name was bestowed, no doubt, because of his light or white silky hair, which
reminded the Indians of corn silk. His slender stature also contributed to the reason for
the name. He was slender like tlogrcstalk. Medical Information: He was an Albino, or
very light skinned even for a German. Note: [cassell 1.FTW] Jacob had at least eight
wives all Cherokee except Sowega, who was his first wife. Sowega was a Shawnee
Indian of the Kispokotha (Warrior) Glafrom Western Pa. and the mother of his first

born Jacob, Jr. He was one of the earliest pioneers in Southwest Va and the area called
Castlewoods, VA is named for him. Sowega married Jacob (White Tassel) Cassel in
1736 in Lancaster Co, Pa. Soon theevashe changed her name to Mary Elizabeth. She
was a Kispokotha ( Warrior Clan) Shawnee. Waupaathee is swan in Shawnee, therefore
Sowega must denote some effeminant action of a swan., perhaps "Gliding Swan" or
"Swimming Swan". The Shawnee had 34 tribesi$gar clans) or name groups, as they

are sometimes referred by. The Shawnee child is named by the elder of the tribe or gen of
that particular division of the nation. In this case it would be the Kispokotha (Warrior
Clan)."They generally bestow a name dgxive of some act of the animal or bird which

is the totem of the infant named".(Trowbridge:1939,p.26)." "Women receive hames
within their totem tha convey an idea of softness or effeminacy”. In general Shawnee
"names are always more or less descripiveome event which has occurred, or of
particular anticipated points in the character of the person, or of the animal which is their
totem or name group." (Towbridge: 1939,p.27) Therefore it is fairly safe to assume that
Sowega is a name that identifiesrge effeminate nature of behavior of a swan.

4. Susama Catharine Wildfang born JW753 in Lebanon, Pennsylvania. | cannot find
any information about her.
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5. Jacob Wildfang, Sr., born in 1760 in W. Virginia and dielay 1838 in Pendleton

Co., W. Vimginia. On 1787 he appears on the tax rolls of Botetourt County, Virginia, but

hedés back in Pendl et on Jamuwas BrivateWeéhet Vi r gi ni a
Augusta Militia, Revolutionary War. He married Mary McCorkleJamuary 31786 in

Boutetout County, Virginia They were the parents oo children. He remarriel

Regina Elizabeth Varner dvlay 6, 1800 in Pendleton County, West Virginiehey were

the parents dfwelve children.

6. Eve Wildfang Westfall born about 1765 in Pendleton Co., Vkgikia and died about
1808 inRandolph Co.West Virginia marriedssac Westfall in 1784 in Virginia Isaac
Westfall born1765in Sussex CoNew Jersey They were the parents oo children

7.Johannes Wildfang born about 1760 in W. VirgimarriedAnna Maria Foltz They
were the parents ¢iiree children

AUGUSTA COUNTY COURT RECORDS ORDER BOOK No. XVILI. Virginia
DECEMBER 4, 1780(321) Called Court on John Wilfong for the murder of Sebastian
Hover, Jr., who was killed 27 April lastguilty and sat to Richmond for trial.I cannot
find any court records in Richmond for John or any information about his wife.

8. Christina Wildfang born about 126n Pendleton Co., W. Virginiaarried Mr. Thorn.
| cannot find anytherinformation about her.

9. Henry Wildfang born about 1770 in W. Virginia and died about 1843 in Pendleton Co.,
W. Virginia. On April 01, 1833 Henry was granted a tract of land on Brush Fork, 45
acres, by the Governor of the Commonwealth of Virginia. He had received another grant
in 1817. He married Mary Elizabeth Simmons in 1#9W. Virginia. Mary Elizabeth

born inHighland, West VirginiaThey were the parents of twelve children.

10.Mary Magdalena Wildfang Snider born about 1771 in Pendleton Co., W. Virginia and
died about 188 perhaps in OhionarriedGeorgeSimonSnider in 1799 in Pendleton Co.,

W. Virginia. GeorgeSniderborn 1775n Pendleton Co, W. Virginialhey were the

parents of at least two children.

11.Barbara Wildfang Stultz born about 1772 in Pendleton CoViginia and died in
Tennessee marridcewis Stultz on August 26,792.

12.Sara Wildfang born about 1775 in W. Virginia.

13.Michael Wildfang born November 15, 1777 in W. Virginia and died May 1, 1850 in
CampbellsburgwWashington)ndianamarriedMary Margaret Hagey on May 19799 in
Washington County, VirginiaMary Hageyborn February 27,778 in Virginiaand died
January 201860 in Campbellsbur§Vashington)ndiana Michaelis buried in

Cavetown Cemetery in Washington Co, Indiaiiaey are the pangs of ten children.

About hissonJohn H.Wilfong, Jr. b: 8 OCT 1834 in Indiana, Death: 27 FEB 1918 in
Washington Co., Indiana. Military Service: BET. 18611865 Co. A, 66th Indiana

Infantry: Note: The Starbuck's were Quakers who settled on the Nanhtstzed, Mass.

to avoid the Puritans, as they were punishing the Quakers for their religious beliefs. The
Starbuck's operated ship stores, selling supplies to the whale boats. The Starbuck's home
still remain on the island, andeaknown as "The Three BKs" standing pretentious side
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by side. After George Starbuck came to Indiana, he was very active with the Quakers in
an organization to oppose the Civil War. Even though he was opposed to slavery, he did
not believe in war. He operated an undergroundbstaitt his home near Pekin, Indiana

for runaway slaves, helping them to freedom. This home was torn down in 1950. John H.
Wilfong Il (the grandsomyvas a farmer, boat maker, and saw mill operator. Martha Jane,
his wife, her brother Millard, and sister Mamgre all school teachers at the old State
Normal School at Mitchell, Indiana. John H. 1l served with Co. A66 Indiana Inf. during
the Civil War. Information about the Wilfong's, Starbuck'’s, Gibson, were complied by
Charles O. Gipson, In New Albanipdianaon 7-15-1974 and writesOne must

recognize the possibility of errors, particularly in minor details of dates and spelling, in
this sort of work. | have used what | could find, along with contributions from others. |
hope it is accurate in every detailith am sure there will be some errors, none of which,
however, is important. | express my appreciation by sending copies of this book, for your
co-operation in sending me data. All sources of data are reliable. All surnames are spelled
as they were origaily, Wilfong (Willfong), Gipson, (Gibson), Ham (HamnTeresa

Rogers.

The marriages for George Wiltfong are confusing. Some family trees claim that George
married only Catherine Shuford and some family trees claim that George was married
only to Miss Mller and to Susanna Ruth. The truth may never be known. In consulting
with others via email, they are just as puzzled as | am.

14. George Michael Wildfangborn about 1755 in N. Carolina and died 1830 in Ontario,
Canada married Miss Miller about 1783he was born about 1764 in S. Carolina and

died about 1800 in Pennsylvania en route to Canada. Some also believe Catherine
Shuford was the mother of these children. Catherine Shuford born December 12, 1767 in
South Carolina and died either 1800 in Petvasya or 1816 in Canada.

Ge o r HlikayysService Military Service: North Carolina Militia, Revolutionary War
Military Service: 5th Virginia Regiment, Revolutionary War. George probably moved to
North Carolina as he was in North Carolina Militiarithg Revolutionary War. Also

served 5th Virginia Regiment. Enlisted twice.

Children:

1. Jonas Wiltfong born October 20, 1790 in N. Carolina and died November 20, 1860 in
Ontario, CanadenarriedCatherine Livergooth 1813 in WaterlopWaterlog Ontario,
Canada CatherineLivergoodborn May 14,1793and died~ebruary9, 1874in Waterloo,
Ontario, CAN.They were the parents of nine childrdonas was armer in Hidden

Valley area, Kitchener, Ontario, Canada. They are buri€dgeport Ceratery.

Tombgone reads "Wildfang".

2. Michael Wiltfong born October 12, 1784 in Rockingham, N. Carolina and died May
19, 1864 in Marshall Co., Indianmarried Catherine/NK about 1800 Catherine born in
North Carolina and died about 18itdOhio. They were the pants of three children.
Michaelremarried Catherine Fes about 1816 in Miami Couttyp. Cathering=esborn
September 18, 178m N. Carolina and dieAugust 31, 1853 Miami Caunty, Ohio

even though she is buried in Olive Chapel Cemetery in OlivdpSéph, IndianaThey
were the parents of three children. Michaaried a third time to Louisa Oran

December 151853 in Miami CountyQhio. Louisa born November 16, 1798 in Prussia
and died May 21861in Marshall Co., Indiana.
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Fairmaunt Cemetey in North, Marshall, Indiana
Michael Wiltfong d. May 19, 1864 aged 79yrs 7mos 7days.
Wilftong, Louisa wife of Michael d. May 2, 1861 aged 62yrs 5mos 16days

Olive Chapel Cemetery in Olive, St. Joseph, IN:
Catherine Wiltfong 18 Sep 1781 Aug 1853 w/dMichael Wiltfong

Note: Michael and Elias @re the only sons to lea@anada to settle in Indiana. Michael
settled in the Marshall County area. His granddaug8teah Louise Wiltfongmarried

a very prominent doctor, Winfield Shafer, who was the founfi&/oodlawn Hospital in
Fulton County, Indiana anthe FultonRochester Normal UniversityWoodlawn

Hospital was established November 2, 1905, through the efforts of Dr. Shafer who saw
the need of such an institution in Rochester, and after failingtsa public sentiment in
favor of a public hospital, shouldered the task and gave the county what it needed, and
though like every new undertaking it encountered obstacles of various kinds which made
it appear doubtful whether or not it would survivasitoday, through the untiring efforts

of Dr. Shafer, on a sound financial footing. In 1895, Dr. Shafer became interested in a
normal school for this city and with his usual vigor, pushed the enterprise and invested
nearly all of his capital until the schidbecame a reality. It proved nsapporting; - - -

-, and was lateabandoned. Their son, Howard, went on to become a doctor and
continued his fathero6és work and head of Wood
Wiltfong Shafer, m 1933, he launched aigoely successful political career, holding

offices for 22 years, last serving as mayor of Rochester from 1952 through 1955. During
his city administration, the construction of the new sewage plant was started and then
completed after he left office. Ha$t was elected county auditor in 1933 and served two
four-year terms through 1940. He then spent two years as deputy auditor and in 1942 was
elected clerk of the Fulton circuit court, serving two full terms. He was widely known
over the county as a populafficial due to his friendly personality and willingness to do
things for peple. A grandson, Charles Wiltfong also went on to peoainentdoctor

in Chestertonindiana. He died in an acciderdr. Wiltfong, accompanied by Charles L.
JEFFREY, banér of Valparaiso, and Perry L. SISSON, former mayor of Valparaiso,

were on a fishing trip in Canada when theident occurred.

3. Benjamin Wiltfong born about 1792 in N. Carolina and died about 1871 in Ontario,
Canada. Moved to Canada about 1802 wighfadther and siblingdde was a farmer in
Wellesley, WaterlopOntarig Canadan the mid 1800's. Around 1850 moved the family
to Listowel area, OntarjdCanadaHe marriedP?olly Hammache(Moriah Caroline)n

1821 in Waterloo County, Ontario, Canaddly born August 161802in Lancaster Co,
PA and died September 2I872in Listowel, Ontario Canada They were the parents of
nine childrenNo tombstone has ever been found for him or his wife.

4. Joseph Wiltfong born December 23, 1796 in N. Caraimé died June 23, 187i®
Ontario, Canada marriedhristina Grohn 1818 in Strasburg, Waterloo, Ontario,
Canada ChristinaGrohbornDecembef3, 1796in MontgomeryCo, Pennsylvania and
died about1840in Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario, CAN hey were thgarents of ten
children. Josephremarried Elizabeth Stryker in 184ElizabethStrykerborn April 14,
1808 StrasburgWVaterloo, Ontario, CANThey were the parents of three children.
Familyis buried in Weber Mennonite Cemetery in Onta@anada. Dukard Religion.
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5. Barbara Wiltfong Hewitt born about 1794 in N. Carolina and died tab8kil in
Ontario, CanadenarriedJohn Hewittabout 1812 iWaterloo, Ontario JohnHewitt born
1774in North Carolinaand diedSegember 251851in Wilmot, Waterloo,Ontario, CAN

George remarried:
Susannah Ruth on November 3, 1803. Susannah was born about 1770 in Pennsylvania
and died about 1830 in Canada.

6. Elias Wiltfong born May 1803 in N. Carolina and died July 13, 1880 in Mill Creek,
LaPorte, Indiana.

Saukbwn Cemetery in Mill Creek, LaPorte, IN:
Wiltfong Elias- July 13, 1880 age 77 yrs 3mo.

Children:

7. Elizabeth Wildfong Ringleborn about 1803 in Ontario, Canada and died May 28,
1891 in Ontario, CanadmarriedJohn Ringler in 1823 in Waterlp®Vaterloo,Ontario,
Canada.JohnRinglerborn March 131800Lancaster CoRPennsylvania and died July
12,1867 Woolwich, OntarioCanada.They were the parents of eleven children.
Elizabeth isburied in Latschaw Mennonite Cemetamyilmot, Waterloo, Ontario,
Canada.

8. Sara Wildfong Hamacher born August 24, 1807 in Ontario, Canada and died May 18,
1867 in Ontario, CanadaarriedJohn Hamacher in 1824 in Waterloo, Waterloo, Ontario,
Canada JohnHamacher born about800and died afttef895in Ontario, Canada hey

were the parents of eleven children.

Elias Wiltfong married:

Elizabeth Hamachen 1822 in Ontario, Canada. Elizabéibrn February 5, 1804 in
Somerset Countennsylvania and died February 16, 1882 in Mill CreelRorte,

Indiana She was borio Peter Hammacher and Elizabeth Shaefer. Peter was born about
1773 in Pennsylvania and died about 1840 in Ontario, Canada. Elizabeth was born July
8, 1772 and died February 19, 1848. Peter and his wife, Elizabeth moved to Canada in
1805 taking their gung daughter with them.

The family moved to Indiana after the birth of both of their children.
1860CensusWills, La Porte IN

Elias Wiltfong 59 180INC

Elizabeth Wiltfong 54 180PA

1870CensusWills, LaPorte, IN
Elias Wiltfong 67 NC
Elizabeth 62 PA

1880CensusWills, La Porte|N:
Elias WILTFONG Self 77 NC Farmer VA VA
Elizabeth WILTFONG W 70 PA Keeping House PA PA

Sauktown Cemetery in Mill Creek, LaPorte, IN:
Wiltfong Elias- July 13, 1880 age 77 yrs 3mo
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Wiltfong Elizabeth- Feb16, 1882 age 76 yrs 11 da wife Elias

Children:

1. Sarah Wiltfong Clark born about 1833 in Ohio and died about 1862 in Ottumwa, lowa
marriedWilliam G. CLARK on October 25, 1851 in St. Joseph Co., Indiana. William
Clark born August 61827in Franklin Co, Indiana and died Benton, Keokuk, lawa

They were the parents of five children. After the death of Sarah, William remarried
Caroline Helm on August 24, 1862 in Benton, Keokuk, lowa. Caroline Helm born
February 281833 FranklinCo, Indiana. They werd&é parents of five children.

1860 Census: Ottumwa, Wapello, IA:
William Clark 33 1826 IN

Sarah A Clark 27 1832 OH

Sylvester Clark 7 1852 IN

Irvin E Clark 5 1854 1A

Albert Clark 4 1855 IA

Eliza A Clark 2 1857 IA

Leonard Clark 6mo |A

1870 Casus: Benton, Keokuk, IA:
Caroline Clark abt 1834 IN

Irving Clark abt 1855 IA
Sylvester Clark abt 1853 IN

Wm Clark abt 1827 IN

1880 Census: Benton, Keokuk, IA:
William Clark 53 IN

Caroline Clark Wife 45 IN
Lorsanda Clark Dau 16 1A
Kansada Clk Dau 14 |IA

Homer Clark Son 13 IA

Byron Clark Son 11 IA

Walter Clark Son 8 IA

Caroline Clark Dau 7 1A

Lewis Clark Son 5 1A

2. Samuel Wiltfong born June 4, 1828r May 19, 1823n Lincoln, Ontario, Canada and
died September 12, 1906 in Mill CredlaPorte Indianamarried Barbara Hostetler on
January 29, 1843 in LaPorte, LaPorte, Indiana by Nathan B. Nichols, J.P. Barbara
Hostetler born April 23, 1824 in Somerset County, Pennsylvania and died March 28,
1915 in Wills, LaPorte, Indiana. Samuel died ofhrés and cystitis (one week).
Attending physician: W. Walkinshaw, M.DOChey are both buried in Sauktown
Cemetery. Samuel is listed as one of the early settlers of LaPorte County, Indiana arriving
in 1841. Samuel was a farmer. Barbara died of car@naf uteri, senile changes &
chronic constipation, Attending physician: H.B. Shedd. Barbara was born to Joseph
Hostetler born December 29, 1800 in Pennsylvania and died May 27, 1860 in LaPorte
Co., and is buried in Sauktown Cemetery and to Mariah Milben in 1798 in
Pennsylvania and died August 27, 1872 in LaPorte Co., Indiana.

This marriage document was handwritten:
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1860 Census: Wills, LaPorte, IN:
Samuel Wiltfong37 Farmer CAN
Barbara Wiltfong 36°A

George W Wiltfong 15N

Sarah J Wiltfong 14N

Elizabeth M Wiltfong 11IN

Daniel A Wiltfong 6IN

Hannah E Wiltfong 3N

Harriet C Wiltfong 2IN

Wm H Wiltfong 5molIN

1870 Census: Wills, La PextIN:
Samuel Wiltfong 4FarmerCAN
BarbaraWiltfong 48 PA
DanielWilfong 18IN
Hannahwiltfong 13IN
CarolineWiltfong 12 IN

William Wiltfong 10 IN
EliasWiltfong 8 IN
JosephWiltfong 5 IN
SamueMliltfong 2 IN

1880 Census: Wills, La Porte, IN:

Samuel WLTFONG 57 CAN Farmer NC PA

Barbara WILTFONG Wifes7 PA Keeping House PA PA
Caroline WILTFONG Dau 2 IN House Keeping CAN PA
Wm. WILTFONG Sorn20 IN Farming CAN PA

Monroe WILTFONG Sori8 IN Farming CAN PA
Joseph WILTFONG So#f5 IN Farming CAN PA

Lewis WILTFONGSon12 IN Farming CAN PA

1900 Census: Lincoln, LaPorte, IN:
Samuel Wiltfong May 1823 77 m. 57yrs CAN NC PA Farmer
Barbary Wiltfong Apr 1824 76 13births 9living PA PA PA

1910 Census: Lincoln, LaPorte, IN:
Munroe Wiltfong 48 Wd Farmer INAN PA
Barbara Wiltfong Mother 85 Wd 13births 8living PA PA PA

Death of Mr. WiltfongOld Resident Passes Away at Mill Creek. Samuel Wiltfong died
yesterday afternoon at his home at Sauktown. He was born at Lincoln, Ontario, Canada,
May 19, 1823, and cae to LaPorte County sixffive years ago. Six sons, George,

Daniel, Monroe, and William, of South Bend. Joseph and Lewis, and two daughters,
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Mrs. Elizabeth Reed and Mrs. Hattie Harness, survive their father. The funeral services

will be held tomorrowmr ni ng at 10 o6éclock at the church
officiating. The interment will take place in the adjoining cemetery. Weir & Selvert are

in charge. Source: The LaPorte Herald Argus, 13 Sep 1906

Sauktown Cemetery in Mill Creek, LaPorte, IN:
Wiltfong Samuel Sept 12, 1906 age 88 yrs 3 mo 8 da b. May 19, 1823.

Mrs. Barbara Wiltfong died Sunday evening at her home in Wills Township, of old age,

she being 91 years, 11 months, and two days old. She was born in Pennsylvania April

26, 184 and was the mother of 13 children, of who eight survive her. They are George,

William, Monroe, Joseph, Louis, Mrs. Elizabeth Reed, Mrs. Hannah Wright, and Mrs.

Carolina Harness. Her husband died nine years ago. The funeral will be held Tuesday
aftenmn, | eaving the home at 2 o0o6clock, with s
Burial at Sauktown cemetery. Weir & Petering are the funeral direciansrce: The

LaPorte Herald Argus.

SauktownCemeteryin Mill Creek, LaPorte, IN:
Wiltfong Barbara Mar 28, 1915 age 92 yrs 11 mo 2 da b. Apr 26, Mi#2 Samuel m.
Jan 29, 1843 nee Hostetler

Barbara is a direct descendent of the Jakob Hostetler wh8wigderlandbecause of
religious persecutiorShe is his % greatgranddaughteiTheir story: The Hostettler

(Swiss spelling today) family originated, perhaps in the 1300s or 1400s, in the
SchwarzenburgSwitzerland area about 30 kilometers southwest of the capit&rof B
Some of them became a part of the Anabaptist reform movement in the 1600s. These
Anabaptists, or Swiss Brethren, tried to follow the Bible and restore the biblical church,
which they understood to be a believers' church made up of members baptidatisas
upon their confession of faith in Jesus and who lived out the ethic of love and
nonviolence taught by Jesus. Due to brutal religious persecution by the state churches,
both Catholic and Reformed, our ancestors along with many others left Switz&ittend
man we now believe was the father of the immigrant Jacob left his native Schwarzenburg
area in the late 1600s and settled in Echery near St. Jslaxi®lines in Alsace (now in
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France), where Jacob was born in 1712.

To escape the intolerant Catiwalulers of the time, many Anabaptists took the long,
arduous and treacherous journey from their homeland to a new land called America that
offered religious freedom to anyone who lived there. One such traveler from the
Schwarzenburg area of Canton Betlayold Hostettler, wrote a poem about this journey
and his experience in the new land. The song was put to different music and a variety of
melodies, but in the absence of radio and newspapers the song became a form of mass
media that encouraged those wbag heart to follow the example of these courageous
zealots who were driven to find a way to worship their God the way they wanted to.

Another such escapee, Jacob Hochstettgr, 26, arrived in Philadelphia,

Pennsylvania, on Nov. 9, 1738 with his wife and two small children on the ship
Charming NancyThey spoke thanguageof the land they left which was very similar to

an early form of "Pennsylvania Dutch". The young family settled in the Northkill area of
what is nowBerks Countywith others of their faithcalledAmish Mennonitesn the New
World. Here, near Shartlesville, additional children were born. The economy of the
Amish comnunity was based on farming, and they tried to live peaceably with all people.

During the French and Indian Wandians began making assauwdts the colonial
settlers whdiad taken over their lands. On the night of Sep@,91757 (which has
become known as thHélochstetler Massacrgé small group of Delaware Indians
surrounded the Jacob Hochstetleme. The young teenage sons Joseph and Christian
reached for their hunting rifles in an attempt to kill or scare off the attackers, but their
father, true to their Christian pacifism, did not allow them to kill the attackers even at the
risk of their owndeath. The Indians set fire to the house and the immigrant mother, an
unnamed daughter, and a teenage son Jacob were all tomahawked. Jacob and his sons
Joseph and Christian were taken captive, but all of them were released after some years
and they returad to Berks County. The Europebarn children, Barbara and John, were
already married in 1757, living on farms nearby, and were unharmed.

The Northkill Amish community eventuallyisbanded when people started moving to
other parts of Pennsylvania. Jacob died in nearby Lebanon County in 1776, but Barbara
and her husband Christian Stutzman died in B&dwnty John and Christian and their
families moved around 1784, soon after thar\ér Independence ended, to a new
Amish community in what is now Somerset County in southwestern Pennsylvania. Here
John and his wife Catherine (Hertzler) died, but Christian and his family who had joined
a related Dunkard Church (later known as Churfdih@ Brethren) moved on west to the
Ohio River Valley by 1795. Joseph around 1806 moved to another new Amish settlement
in what is now Juniata County in central Pennsylvania. All 32 grandchildren of Jacob
Hochstetler left Berks County. Some of them fieidlout their days in other areas of
Pennsylvania, but many continued on west to Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana. The next
generation and their descendants continued the westward movement and eventually
fanned out into all parts of North America.

The HochstetleMassacre:On the evening of September 19th, 1757 the young people of
the neighborhood gathered at the home of Jacob Hochstetler to assist in paring and slicing
apples for drying. It was the custom of the young people to have a "social" to frolic after
the work was done and sometimes it continued well into the night. After the folks

departed and the family had retired, their dog made an unusual noise which woke up the
son Joseph, who opened the door and received a shot in the leg. He realized in a moment
that they were being attacked by Indians and managed to lock the door before the Indians
could enter. In an instant the family were on their feet. The Indians, 7 to 10 in number

with 3 French scouts, were seen standing near the outdoor bake oven irationsult

There was no moon that night and since there was no light in the house, those inside
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could not be seen. There were several guns and plenty of ammunition at hand. The two
sons, Joseph and Christian, picked up their guns to defend the family. Thveeocduld

be shot and the guns reloaded before the Indians could enter; but their father, firmly
believing in the doctrine of nonresistance and remaining faithful in his hour of sorest
trial, could not give his consent for defense. In vain his family éedgm but he

continued to tell them it was not right to take the life of another even to save one's own
life. What a night of horror this God fearing family must have spent the last hours; while
the timber wolves were howling and the owls hooting thdis;caith the dog barking

and seeing their fate outside at the hands of the savage Indians. At daybreak the birds
began singing their songs of peace but for the Jacob Hochstetler family there was no
peace.

Even afterwards, Joseph claimed the family ctnalde been saved had his father given
consent, as he and his brother were both good marksmen (their father was also) and the
Indians never stood fire unless under cover.

At daybreak the house was set afire and the family fled to the cellar throwing wither o
burning spots. Finally, the Indians left one by one and the family felt that they could no
longer remain in the smoke filled cellar. They quietly proceeded to climb out through a
small window but one warrior, Tom Lions, who had stayed behind eatinggeaches,

saw the mother, who was a fleshy woman, having difficulty getting out and he sounded
the alarm. The others quickly returned to find that he had stabbed her in the back with a
butcher knife. Besides killing and scalping the mother, they Kierdlaughter and her

son Jacob, Jr. and captured Joseph, Christian and Jacob Sr.

Apparently Jacob was considered a "safe" prisoner and they gave him the job of bringing
in the meat for the camp when the warriors were gone. He was given a gun and had to
aacount for each bit of powder and shot that he used. He found a place in the woods and
each day he stored a bullet or a bit of powder there in hope of his eventual escape. Slowly
gathering up his courage over time, he finally fled, alone, not knowing Wkesas or

the direction of his home. He found a river, built a raft and drifted downstream with his
meager supplies. Near present day Harrisburg he was spotted by someone who took a
skiff out to get him. By this time he was too feeble to stand. He was fpoe and

clothing and regained his health. He had been a captive for three years and although he
had returned home, he was concerned for his children who remained captive. With a
friend's help (as Jacob himself did not write) he sent a petition to Guwudamilton for

help in recovering his sons, Joseph and Christian. It is dated August 13, 1762 and can be
found in the Pennsylvania Archives.

Christian had been adopted into full fellowship with the Indians. He was with them
approximately seven years. Oday he returned home on his own to find his family

eating dinner. Thinking he was an Indian, they offered him some food. He accepted but
took the food outside and ate it while sitting on a stump. Jacob Sr., after finishing his
meal, went out to talk to . At that point, in broken German, he said, "My name is
Christian Hochstetler"He was joyously received but some time elapsed before he could
again take up the white man ways. He later married and joined the Tunker Church
(Church of theBrethrer).

In October of 1764, a Colonel Bouquet called a council with the Indians, who had been
badly defeated by the army, and demanded that the Indians return the white prisoners. In
November, the Delaware chiefs returned in all but 12 of the prisoners but the Colonel

Pagel7of 163



would not shake hands with the chiefs until ALL the prisoners were returned. Finally, on
May 8th, 1765 a treaty of peace was signed. We don't know if Joseph was returned in the
fall or early spring but we do know that the Indians wanted him to remairthveitin.

Even after his capture and return, he continued to hunt and fish often with the Indians.
Later he became a landowner and married.

Children:

1. George Washington Wiltfong born August 19, 184Pleasant, LaPortelndiana and
died August 28, 1932 imeegardenMarshall,IndianamarriedPriscillaDawsonon
Felruary 9,1865in LaPorte Co.|ndiana Priscillaborn Segember 41843in Indiana

and diedMarch 3,1916in St. Joseph Cdndiana They were the parents of six children.

Title: Index to Marrage Records Letters:-& Volume V 1850 to 1920 Inclusive Record
Location: Laporte County, Indiana

W. P. A. Compiled by Indiana Works Progress Adminisration 1939
Spouse 1: Geo. W. Wiltfong

Spouse 2: Priscella Dawson

Marriage Date: 09 Feb 1865

Courty: Laporte

Book: RE

Original Source Page: 538

Date: 07 Feb 1865

By Joseph B. Lewis, Esq.

1870 Census: Wills, LaPorte, IN
George Wiltfong 28 IN
PriscillaWiltfong 26 IN
EliasWiltfong 3 IN

JessWiltfong 1 IN

George Norris 30 Farmer IN

1880Census: Wills, LaPorte, IN

Georg WILTFONG Self 37 IN Farmer CANPA
PercilliaWiltfong Wife 37 IN Keeping House
Edward Wiltfong Son 13 IN Keeping House NN
JameaNiltfong Son 6ININ IN

Berthia Wiltfong Dau 1ININ IN

1900 Census: Portage, St Joseph, IN:
George Wiltfong Aug 1847 57 m.38yrs IN CAN CAN
PriscolaWiltfong Wife Sep 1842 57 4 births 4 living IN OH OH

1910 Census: Lincoln, LaPorte, IN:

Geroge Wiltfong 66 Farmer, general farm IN
Pricilla Wiltfong Wife 66 9births 4living IN
James Wiltfong Son 34 Single Farm laborer IN

In the 1917 Smith's Directory of LaPorte: George was a mill hand at IM&F Co., bds at
114 Lincolnway East.

1920 Census: Scipio, La Porte, IN
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Howard E. Woodcox 52 OH
Bertha WoodcoxWife 40 IN
Bernice Turner Stepdau 21 IN
George Wiltfong Flaw 70 Wd IN

1930CensusWashington, La PortéN

David Woodcox 53 m.age27 Farmer, general farm OH OH OH
Bertha Woodcox Wife 50 m.agel8 IN

George Wiltfong Flaw 86 Wd m.agel9 IN

George W Wiltfong, age 90, formerly of this city, passed away at 2:35 this morning at

the residence of his daughter, Mrs. David Woodcox in Teegarden, Ind. Mr. Wiltfong, a
member of La Porte lodge of the Loyal Order of Moose, was the oldest member of that
order n Indiana. He was a life member of the local lodge, and also a life member of the
second degree of the lodge. The son of Samuel and Barbara (Hostetler) Wiltfong, he was
born in LaPorte County on Aug. 19, 1843. He lived here all his life until abouatrage

when he went to make his home with his daughter at Teegarden. He was a retired farmer.
In 1862 in LaPorte County, he married Priscilla Dawson, who passed away on March 3,
1916. He was a member of the Christian church. Surviving are one daister,

Woodcox; two sons, Joseph and Edward Wiltfong of New Carlisle; seven grandchildren;
four greatgrandchildren; three brothers, William Wiltfong of Buchanan, Mich., Monroe
Wiltfong of New Carlisle and Louis Wiltfong of Mill Creek. Three sons precéuiedn

death. Funeral services will be held Monday afternoon at 2 o'clock in the Sauktown
church. Members of La Porte lodge of the Loyal Order of Moose probably will take
charge of the services. All members are requested to meet at Moose Templd here at
p.m. Monday and those who have cars are asked to drive them. Burial will be in
Sauktown cemetery with E.E. Ebbert in charge. The body may be viewed tomorrow
afternoon and evening at the Ebbert undertaking paBors.ce: The LaPorte Herald

Argus, 28 &p 1922, pg. 1.

Sauktown Cemetery in Mill Creek, LaPorte, IN:
Wiltfong George- - Per files of Brenda Horton George M. Wiltfong was born August 19,
1843

SLRAN &"‘3‘”/} =

Mrs. Priscilla Dawson Wiltfong, wife of George Wiltfong, was born September 4, 1843.
She depded this life March 3, 1916, at the age of 72 years and six months. To this union
were born seven children. Three departed this life, one at the age of five, one at the age
of three, and the other in its infancy. Four survive their mother, EdwardWg|tiames
Wiltfong, Mrs. Bertha Woodcox, and Joseph Wiltfong. She is survived by her husband,
George Wiltfong, and one sister, Mrs. Clark Wilcox, and one brother, Alfred Colman,

and six grandchildren. She united with the Christian church at Saucktpyaibut 30

years ago under the preaching of Brother Finley. Rev. Franklin, of South Bend, will
officiate at the burial. Weir & Petering are the funeral directors. Source: LaPorte Daily
Argus, March 3, 1916, page 8
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Sauktown Cemetery in Mill Creek, LaRe, IN:
Wiltfong Persila- - See Obituary below

| PRISCILLA WILTFON

b
: ¥ Bsdown born 1846 in Pleasant, LaPotteliana and died
, LaPorte, IndianamarriedNathan Roysdowon August 30,

' |ana Nathan bon March 281841 Wills, LaPorte, INand ded
October 18,1899 Mill Creek, La Porte, INThey were the parents of three children.

Title: Index to Marriage Records Letters Melg Volume IV 1850 to 1920 Inclusive,
Record Location: Laporte County, Indiana

W. P. A. Complied by Indiana Works Progress Administration 1939
Spouse 1: Nathan Roysdon

Spouse 2: Sarah J. Willfong

Marriage Date: 30 Aug 1863

County: Laporte

Book: R

Original Source Page: 362

Date: 24 Aug 1863

By J. B. Lewis, J. P.

After the death of Sarah, Nathanial moved in with his parents.
1880 Censud.incoln, La Porte)N:

Shadrack ROYSDON Self 71 NC Farmer NC NC
Rosanna ROYSDON Wife 62 OH Keeping House KY KY
Nathaniel ROYSDON Son 39 IN Works On Farm NC OH
William ROYSDON Son 25 IN Works On Farm NC OH
Douglas ROYSDON Son17 IN Works On Farm NC OH
Eveline ROYSDON GDau 16 IN Works At Home IN IN
Leonard ROYSDON GSon 12 IN Works At Home IN IN

Oak Grove Cemtery in Mill Creek, LaPertIN:
Roysdon Sarah-JAug 14, 1873 age 27 yrs.
Roysdon James NMay 6, 1879 age 1 mo 8 dason N & S. J.

3. David F. Wilkfong born 1848 in Pleasant, LaPoriediana. May have died shortly
after the 1850 Census in Pleasant, LaPdridiana.

4. Elizabeth Moriah Wiltfong Reeddyn May 1, 1849 in Pleasant, LaPorirediana and
died January 8, 1929 in Mill CreekaPorte IndianamarriedJohn Reedn Oct 25,1863
in LaPorte Countylndiana John Reed borRelruary 12 1841Wills, LaPorte, Indiana
and dedOctober 91922 Wills,LaPorte,Indiana They were the parents of ten children.

Title: Index to Marriage Records Letters: & Volume V 1850 to 1920 Inclusive Record
Location: LaPorte County, Indiana

W. P. A. Compiled by Indiana Works Progress Adstiation 1939

Spouse 1: Elisabeth Wiltfong

Spouse 2: John Reed
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Marriage Date: 25 Oct 1863
County: LaPorte

Book: RE

Original Source Page: 382
Date: 21 Oct 1863

Married by J. B. Lewis

1870 CensusdNills, LaPorte, IN
Susan Reed 68 VA
JohnReed27 IN
ElizabethReed20 IN

William Reed2 IN

JohnReedl IN

1880 CensudNills, LaPorte, IN

John REED Self M Male W 39 IN Farmer PA KY
Elizabeth REED Wife M Female W 31 IN Keeping House CAN CAN
Wm. REED Son S Male W 13 IN IN IN
Henry REED Son S Male W 11 IN IN IN
Haritt REED Dau S Female W 8 IN IN IN
Josephine REED Dau S Female W 6 |IN IN IN
George F. REED Son S Male W 4 |IN IN IN
Josep A.REED Son S Male W 2 IN IN IN

1900 Census: Wills, LaPorte, IN:

John Reed Feb 1841 58 m.35yrs IN PA VA

Elizabeth Reed Wife May 1849 51 12births 10living IN CAN CAN
Alfred Reed Son Feb 1872 22 Day laborer IN

Susanna Reed Dau Oct 1881118

Mary E. Reed Dau Jun 1884 15 IN

Ida B. Reed Dau Mar 1887 19 IN

Nellie M. Reed Dau Oct 1889 10 IN

1910 Census: Wills, LaPorte, IN:

John Reed 69 m.47yrs Farmer IN PA VA
Elisabeth M.ReedWife 60 12births 10living IN
Alfred J.ReedSon 32 Wd Carpenter IN

Virgil ReedGson 8 IN

1920 CensusdNills, LaPorte, IN
John Reed 78 IN

Elizabeth MReed Wife O IN

Alfred Reed So3 Wd CarpenteiN

Mrs. Elizabeth Moriah Reed, age 79, of Wills Township, died Tuesday morning. Mrs.
Reed was born in May 1, 1849, in laake County, living in this county all her life. She

was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Wiltfong. On October 25, 1863, she was
married to John Reed, who died October 9, 1922. She was a member of the Sauktown
Christian church. Surviving are threens, William Reed of LaPorte, Frank Reed of
LaPorte, and Alfred Reed at home; six daughters, Mrs. Harriett Feathers of Stillwell, Mrs.
Josephine Shaffer of Mill Creek, Mrs. Anna Turley of New Carlisle, Mrs. Mary Bear,
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Mrs. Ida Hooten, and Mrs. Nellie Bertpall of Sauktown; five brothers, George

Wiltfong of LaPorte, William Wiltfong of South Bend, Monroe Wiltfong of New

Carlisle, and Joseph Wiltfong, and Louis Wiltfong of Mill Creek, and 46 grandchildren

and 38 greagrandchildren. A son, John H. Reedegeded her in death July 9, 1926.

Funeral services wild.l be held Friday afterno
Rev. A.H. Kenna officiating. Burial will be in the Sauktown cemetery with E.E. Ebbert

in charge.Source: The LaPorte Herald Arg@Jan 1929 According to her death

certificate she died of: Influenza followed by pneumemnidays. Attending physician:

W. Walkinshaw.

John Reed, a resident of LaPorte county since 1851, one of its pioneers, passed away
yesterday at the family home Wills township at the age of 81 years. Mr. Reed, who

was a native of the township in which he lived all his years, was born February 12, 1841,
and was married on October 25, 1863, to Elizabeth Wiltfong, who survives him with four
sons and six daughter$he sons are William and Frank Reed, of LaPorte and Henry and
Alfred Reed, of South Bend. The daughters are Harriet Feather, Josephine Shaffer, Mary
Bear and Ida Hooten, of Mill Creek; Anna Robinson, of New Carlisle, and Nellie Bennitt,
of Rolling Praite. There are also 43 grandchildren and 12 egeatidchildren. Mr.

Reed was a Civil war veteran, serving in Co. F. Ninth Indiana volunteers. He enlisted in
this city and was in the service for one year. For many years he was a farmer in Wills
township The funeral services, Rev. Oxley officiating, will be held at the Sauktown
church Wednesday afternoon at 2 o'clock, with interment in the Sauktown cemetery.
E.E. Ebber is the director. Sourddie LaPorte Daily Argus, Tu&0 Oct1922 pg. 8.

SauktownCemetery in Mill Creek, LaPorte, IN:

Reed Elizabeth May 1, 1849 Jan 8, 1929 wife John nee Wiltfong dau. of Samuel and
Barbara Wiltfong.

Reed John Feb 12, 1841 Oct 9, 1922 Grave #5 Lot 208, caus oiltesth Vet- Civil
War - Pvt Army, Co. F 9th Regtnd. Inf enlist date 5 Sep 1861 discharged on 13 Nov
1861

5. Hannah E. Wiltfong Beam Wright boiFebruary 28, 1856 in Wills, LaPoytediana
and died in 1918 iMill Creek, LaPorte, IndianenarriedCornelius Beanon June 27,
1875 in BerrierCounty, Michigan CorneliusBeambornFebruary 121847in Indiana
and died in Wills, LaPorte, Indiandhey were the parents of five children.

MI Marriage Index:
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WILTFONG,HANNAH - BEAM,CORNELIUS- BERRIEN Co, MI,,27 JUN 1875-
,CTY REC# 0269;-, (Michigan)

1880CensusWills, La Porte IN:

Cornelius BEAN Self M Male W 31 IN Farmer

Hannah BEAN Wife M Female W 22 IN Keeping House CAN CAN
Elva E. BEAN Dau S Female W 4 I[N O IN
Oscar M. BEAN Son S Male W 2 IN O IN

Hanna filed for divorced on April 23, 1889 in LaPorte, LaPorte, Indiana. The microfilm
printout is too hard to read as to what grounds Hanna filedGornelius was notifiedn
April 26, 1889 and on April 29, 1889 &ppear in court, which he never did. On May 1,
1889 Hannah was granted the divorce and custody of the children.

Hannah remarried George W. Wright on May 8, 1889 in LaPorte County, Indiananjust te
days after her divorceGeorgeNright born September® 1861in Cass Canty,

Michigan and died July 18,942 at St. Joseph's Hospital in South Bend, St. Joseph, IN
They were the parents of six children.

Title: Index to Marriage Records Letters: 3 Volume V 1850 to 1920 Inclusive Record
Location: Laporeé County, Indiana W. P. A. Compiled by Indiana Works Progress
Adminisration 1939

Spouse 1: Geo. W. Wright

Spouse 2: Hannah E. Beam

Marriage Date: 08 May 1889

County: Laporte

Book: RK

Original Source Page: 71

Date: 08 May 1889

1900 Census: Ptage, St Joseph, IN:

George Wright Sep 1861 38 m.11yrs Blacksmith MI MI Mi
Hannah Wife Feb 1858 42 10births 9living IN PA PA
Oscar Beam Stepson Feb 1878 22 Day laborer IN

Pearl Beam Stepdau Aug 1885 14 IN

Maud Beam Stepdau May 1887 13 IN

Jane Wright Da®ct 1891 8 IN

Glena Wright Dau Jun 1893 7 IN

Aloa Wright Dau Mar 1895 5 IN

Ruth Wright Dau Dec 1898 1 IN

1910 Census: OREGON, Starke, IN:

George Wright M2 48 m.21yrs Farmer, general farm MI PA OH
Elvira Wright Wife M2 52 11births 8living IN CAN CAN
GlennieWright Dau 17 IN

EthelWright Dau 8 IN

1930 Census: South Bend, St. Joseph, IN:

Carl Norman 38 Real estate, own business IN IN IN
Jennie N. Norman Wife 38 IN

Rolene Norman Dau 14 IN
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Robert B. Brown Roomer 32 Electrician, Electric Co KY
William Hull Roomer 60 Wd Salesman, music store WI
George W. Wright Flaw 68 Wd MI M| MI

George W. Wright

George W. Wright, aged 80, of 1105 South 25th street, died at 4 pm Thursday in St.
Joseph hospital after several years illness. He was a painter and wood, famshsas

the first employee of the Singer Manufacturing company when it opened its plant here
years ago. Later he was employed 14 years as a painter for the Studebaker Wagon Works.
He was born in Cass county, Michigan, Sept. 25, 1861, and came he@$2ye. He

was married in 1889 in LaPorte, Ind., to Hannah Wiltfong who died in 1918. He leaves
four daughters, Mrs. Jean Norman and Mrs. Glenna O'Dell, of South Bend, Mrs. Mary
Butler, of Plymouth, Ind., and Mrs. Ethel Dunham of Flint, Mich.; four stepsmd one
stepdaughter, four grandchildren and six gggandchildren and two brothers, Henry
Wright, of South Bend, and Martin Wright, of Plymouth. Friends will be received in the
Earl C. Hollis Funeral home after 7 pm today and until prayer serviees @h2 pm
Sunday. Rev. Van W. Hinckley, pastor of the River Park Methodist church, will
officiate. Later services will take place at 3 pm Sunday in the Sauktown church near
LaPorte. Burial will be in the Sauktown cemetery. Source: The South Bend Tribune
Jul 1941.

A change has been made in the funeral plans for George W. Wright, 1105 South 25th
street. Prayer services will take place at 1:30 pm Sunday in the Earl C. Hollis funeral
home and the funeral will take place at 3 pm in the Sauktown chuach.aBorte, Ind.,
Rev. Van W. Hinckley, pastor of the River Park Methodist church, will officiate. Burial
will be in Sauktown cemetery. Friends may call in the Hollis funeral home until the
service there. Source: South Bend Tribune, 18 Jul 1942.

SauktownCemetery in Mill Creek, LaPorte, IN

Mother Hannah E Wright 1858 1918

Father George W. Wright 1861 1942

Bean or Beam Cornelius First husband of Hannah Wiltfong

6. Caroline Wiltfong Harness loo April 28, 1858 in Wills, LaPortdndiana ad died
August 29,1927 in Springfield, LaPorténdianamarriedSimeon Harness d@ctober 17,
1880 in LaPorte Countyndiana SimonHarnesdorn February 71848in Indiana and
died June 201919in Springville, LaPortelndiana They were the parents two
children.
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